Policy on Types of Majors

From: Kit Murphy

To: Michael Robertson

Date: July 21, 2014
Here’s the explanation of the problem and my suggestion for the language.

Currently, TCNJ policies specify how many courses may be counted between a minor and a major or another minor.  The current policy specifies the degree of double-counting between minors and between minors and majors but does not specify the amount of double-counting between Interdisciplinary Concentrations and majors and minors. 

I suggest changing Section II.3.35, subsection III.B.7 from:

Interdisciplinary Concentrations provide a focused means of completing the liberal learning breadth requirement. They consist of a minimum of six courses addressing a common theme, similar in that sense to major or minor programs. They are different, however, in that courses comprising particular concentrations must include at least two of the three broad sectors of human inquiry—arts and humanities, social science and history, and natural science and quantitative reasoning. Students must take at least six courses, of which no more than four may be in the same broad sector. When an interdisciplinary concentration does not include two courses from each broad sector, additional courses, as necessary, from the appropriate sectors must be completed. Two additional qualifications apply: Every student must complete at least one course each in quantitative reasoning and natural science with laboratory, and when additional courses are required from the same sector, students must select courses with different prefixes. Designated interdisciplinary concentrations can be found at the Liberal Learning website (www.tcnj.edu/~liberal/concentrations/index.html). Self-designed interdisciplinary concentrations are possible using a process similar to that of the self-designed major. Interdisciplinary concentrations are noted on students’ transcripts.

to (changes noted in red):

Interdisciplinary Concentrations provide a focused means of completing the liberal learning breadth requirement. They consist of a minimum of six courses addressing a common theme, similar in that sense to major or minor programs. They are different, however, in that courses comprising particular concentrations must include at least two of the three broad sectors of human inquiry—arts and humanities, social science and history, and natural science and quantitative reasoning. Students must take at least six courses, of which no more than four may be in the same broad sector. When an interdisciplinary concentration does not include two courses from each broad sector, additional courses, as necessary, from the appropriate sectors must be completed. Two additional qualifications apply: Every student must complete at least one course each in quantitative reasoning and natural science with laboratory, and when additional courses are required from the same sector, students must select courses with different prefixes. Two courses can be counted between an Interdisciplinary Concentration and a Major, and one course can be counted between an Interdisciplinary Concentration and a Minor. Designated interdisciplinary concentrations can be found at the Liberal Learning website (www.tcnj.edu/~liberal/concentrations/index.html). Self-designed interdisciplinary concentrations are possible using a process similar to that of the self-designed major. Interdisciplinary concentrations are noted on students’ transcripts.

