International Education Program Council
March 24, 2010 Meeting Minutes

In attendance: Elizabeth Mackie, Larry McCauley, Susanna Monseau, Ariane Pfenninger, Andrea Salgian, Michael Shenoda, Jon Stauff, Thulsi Wickramasinghe, Simona Wright
Also attending: Benjamin Rifkin, Dean of the School of Culture and Society
1. The minutes from the last meeting were approved with all in favor. 

2. Summer/Fall enrollment updates:

The number of students studying abroad this academic year is as follows:

Full academic year 2009-2010: 
11 students

Fall 2009:


73 students

Global student teaching:
40 students

Spring 2010:


61 students

Summer 2010:


42 students

Faculty led programs:

105 students

Total: 316 students

Numbers for next year:

Fall 2010:


72 students

Full academic year 2010-2011:
8 students

Exchanges with Northumbria and Thailand are still available for Fall 2010.

3. Study abroad in Russia. 

Dean Rifkin attended the meeting to brief IEPC about ACTR (American Council of Teachers of Russian), one of the best study abroad programs for Russia and central-Asian republics. He is on the board of this organization, and recommends and endorses it. 
All programs are specifically for American students (there are no hybrid classes). The classes are small and the teachers are trained specifically for this program. In addition, the program offers a class on the history of Russian music, pre- and post-program testing, host family stays, and has established a network of peer tutors, students who are hired and paid to do social activities with American students.  Programs are offered in three Russian cities: St. Petersburg (recommended for those interested in Russian literature), Moscow (recommended for those interested in politics), and Vladimir, a smaller city that is close enough to Moscow, but small enough to make things happen (recommended for Russian proficiency). 

The organization runs a tight ship in Washington, and provided a good response during a hostage situation in a Moscow theater recently. 
The cost is a little lower than for other major providers. 

The program does not accept students without prior Russian knowledge. 

Through the American Councils programs there are also opportunities to go to Kazakhstan, even without prior knowledge of the language, and to Tajikistan. Dushanbe is a good destination for students studying Persian. American Councils programs include programs in Russia administered by ACTR, but also programs throughout Central Asia.
Students can take a course in their major if they are flexible.

Since Dean Rifkin is on the board of ACTR, he could help in addressing our concerns.

Members of the IEPC voted to approve the addition of the entire selection of the American Councils programs, which includes ACTR, to the list of approved study abroad programs.
4-5. Jon Stauff reported on his trip to Australia, funded by the Australian Education International office of the Australian government. He visited 14 institutions in Melbourne, Brisbane, and Sidney. Since the demise of the NJSCIS Consortium relationships with Australian universities were frozen. There is a pronounced effort on both sides to establish exchange programs, although the word College in TCNJ’s name is a problem for some.
 Several universities expressed interest in a site-visit at TCNJ, University of Sidney visited us already. 

A faculty site visit to Australia is needed to look at the academics. Jon will prioritize some Australian schools for the next meeting.

6. The following student petitions were approved:

· Emmanuel Martinez Alcaraz - SIT Bolivia, Fall 2012

· Cui Cui Zhang - Fudan University in Shanghai through the Education Abroad Network, Fall 2010
· Alexandra Gregorek - Goethe Institute - Frankfurt ( not Frankfurt University), Summer 2010

The meeting adjourned at 3:00pm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Andrea Salgian 
