Minutes of IEPC 02/02/2009 

Present :Simona Wright, Arianne Pfenninger. Andrea Salgian, Arti Joshi, Suzanna Monseau, Karen Jenkins, Sarah Ross, Cate Girone and Alejandra Irigoin,  
Excused Karen Clark, Jennifer Wang 
1.   Minutes from our last meeting were approved. 

2.   Karen reported on the orientation of International Students. The meeting went well. Issues regarding International Students were discussed, particularly that of academic support, counseling and housing. Karen reported also good news: Holly Didi Ogren agreed to be the advisor for the International House. She will continue to work for the Office of Global Program in the summer and extend her work to include the International House over the winter. The involvement of Holly will be instrumental in getting the international Students into the International Week. Students will be informed of the possibility to apply for the International House. 
3.   Keith Dewey reported on his trip to China during the winter break and his visit to the CIEE programs in Beijing and Shanghai. His impressions about the organization of the program at both the University of Beijing and the Shanghai’s East China Normal University were very positive. Simona thanked Ms Dewey for his kind report and his willingness to assist students who plan to study in China in the future. 
4.   Karen Jenkins presented the case of two students who requested approval to study abroad in programs that are outside the TCNJ Approved List. She reported on the details of each case, the characteristics of the receiving intuition (Danish Institute for Study Abroad and Columbia University’ program “Study in China at the Central University of Nationalities) and confirmed that both students had secured the support of two faculty members as established by IEPC. Karen recommended the approval of both students request, which the IEPC committee did unanimously. 
5.   Karen reported on the situation of an EOF student who is currently doing the semester abroad at the American Business School of Paris. After three weeks the student has expressed her desire to return. Karen informed the committee of all the steps that hers and the EOF office had taken to resolve the situation. 
6.   Karen informed on the status of the Faculty Led Study Abroad programs and distributed the brochure. Out of the 7 programs approved and advertised only 3, Greece, England and Spain managed to attract sufficient numbers of students to run. 
7.   A discussion about the needs to make the design, approval and operation of such programs more realistic and efficient was discussed among the IEPC member. Artie Joshi suggested the dissemination of related information at the Academic Leaders meeting. Susanna reported on the School of Business International Business program is setting a committee which is currently considering whether to set alternatives to the Study Abroad as it is presently required for Business–International Business majors. 
8.   Karen reported on the organization of 2 panels for the Accepted Student Day, which will include international students and TCNJ students who have studied abroad. 

9.   Karen provided complete statistical data on the 82 TCNJ students who are on Study Abroad in the spring. The report included the students’ name, the foreign university attended, the school of origin at TCNJ, and the students’ Majors. The Global Office also reported on the names of the 39 students going to the Study in Madrid this summer, the 19 students attending the program in Harlaxton England, and the 17 TCNJ students who will study in Greece. 
10.   Simona recommended a careful review of the Strategic Plan document that was attached to the agenda of the day. Simona also informed the IEPC that the next meeting will be dedicated exclusively to the discussion of the document and to the selection of strategies to take the Internationalization process on campus to the next level. 
11.   The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 pm. 

12.   The next meeting will be held on March 4th. 
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Alejandra Irigoin 

 

  

