TO:

Committee on Academic Programs

FROM:
Steering Committee 

RE:

Graduation with Honors
DATE:

October 3, 2007
Background:

Beginning with the fall of 2004, to be eligible to graduate with college-wide honors a student must have earned at least 16 course units at The College of New Jersey.  These units may not include courses taken on a Pass/Unsatisfactory basis, or Credit/No Credit, or additive credit, or units earned through the College’s credit -by-examination process (http://www.tcnj.edu/~recreg/diploma/gradhonors.html).    Although the College encourages study abroad and study abroad is required for certain academic programs, transfer students who do so are unlikely to meet this standard for eligibility.      
Charge:

 The Steering Committee requests that the Committee on Academic Programs reexamine this policy and consider adding the following statement to the existing policy.  “Credits earned through a TCNJ-approved international program may be counted toward the 16 required resident units; however, grades for international courses are not calculated in students’ GPAs.”  
Also, to reflect the fact that the College no longer issues separate Honors Certificates, the last line of the existing policy would also be changed to read, “Once final, cumulative GPAs are computed and verified, honors awarded will be indicated on students’ transcripts and diplomas.”
Timeline:
If possible, the Steering Committee requests that you complete this charge by the end of the Fall 2007 semester.
 

Graduation with Honors (current)
Beginning with students entering in fall, 2004, to be eligible to graduate with honors, a student must have earned at least 16 course units at The College of New Jersey. These units may not include courses taken on a Pass/Unsatisfactory basis or Credit/No-Credit or additive credit or units earned through the College’s credit-by-examination process. Honors are awarded based on the cumulative grade point average as follows: 
3.6–<3.75 with honors (cum laude) 

3.75–<3.9 with high honors (magna cum laude) 

3.9 + with highest honors (summa cum laude) 

Students graduating with honors will be sent an Honors Certificate after graduation when final cumulative GPAs have been computed and verified.

Graduation with Honors (recommended)
Beginning with students entering in fall 2004, to be eligible to graduate with honors, a student must have earned at least 16 course units (64 credits) at The College of New Jersey. These units may not include courses taken on a Pass/Unsatisfactory basis, Credit/No-Credit, or additive credit or units earned through the College’s credit-by-examination process.  Credits earned through a TCNJ-approved international program, may be counted toward the 16 required resident units; however, grades for international courses are not calculated in students’ GPAs.  

Honors are awarded based on the cumulative grade point average as follows: 

3.6–<3.75 with honors (cum laude) 

3.75–<3.9 with high honors (magna cum laude) 

3.9 + with highest honors (summa cum laude) 

Honors awarded will be indicated on students’ transcripts and diplomas upon graduation and once final, cumulative GPAs are computed and verified. (or) Once final, cumulative GPAs are computed and verified, honors awarded will be indicated on students’ transcripts and diplomas.

